
Regular Board
July 13, 2026
President Kniseley called the meeting to order at 5:05pm.
Pledge of Allegiance
Present: Joe Kniseley, Sheryl Narva, Cierra Rose, Julie White, Adam Bush and Tammy Weisman.
Absent: Justine Beaman, Bob Hulett and Steve Roseth
Visitors: Gary Skaar
Minutes: S Narva made a motion to approve all minutes as received; 2nd J White; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Attorney Radcliffe: None
Visitor Business: Mr Skaar shared his concerns regarding the Village allowing burning barrels within the Village limits. J Kniseley indicated that your concerns will be taken into consideration.
Mr Skaar also inquired if weight limits could be put in place on Elm Lane. C Rose inquired if large trucks travel Elm Lane. J Kniseley indicated that weight limits are not an option for delivery trucks and large vehicles that are owned by residents who reside on Elm Lane.
Mr Skaar indicated that not all parcels are being taxed.  J Kniseley explained that parcels with identical owners are all grouped together on the tax roll.  If they are not identical; such as a middle initial versus a full middle name, they will be listed separately on the tax roll.  All parcels are being taxed appropriately.
Mr Skaar left the meeting at 5:15pm.
[bookmark: _Hlk166758785]Officers Report – June patrol logs were reviewed. No questions or concerns were requested to be sent to Sgt Bartlett.  
Shane Rose-Library Director: S Rose reported the following:
· 89 Adults and 59 children have visited the library since the last library board meeting on June 8, 2026
· Summer Story Time has been going quite well. The number of attendees has grown from 0 – 13 in attendance over the last 6 weeks. For an average of 6 children each week.  Morgan Berg from the UW extension has been tremendous, her imagination, energy, and enthusiasm has been a delight, and has helped story time become the success it has.
· I have applied for a scholarship which would pay for my first library certification class. I can only get the scholarship once, but I can apply until that point.
· The library would like to hold a Halloween event in conjunction with the museum. I am uncertain as to what Nancy’s level of participation will be.
[bookmark: _Hlk184805332]Maintenance Report: J Kniseley shared the following:
· Wastewater Treatment Facility WPDES Permit Application – No changes to report. Jenna Monahan at WI DNR confirmed that our five (5) year phosphorus mitigation plan (PMP) would begin when it is included in our permit, which is projected to be approved in July 2027.  She recommends that we at least try to save some money to put towards phosphorus compliance in the future.
· Non-Compliant Safety Items at Lift Station – No changes to report. A conference call was held on March 13th with SEH & WI DNR. D Schaefer responded to the WI DNR with the additional information/updates required on March 23rd.  Main Street Lift Station chemical feed system plans/specs and a proposed timeline for getting them addressed and the construction work completed to convert the temporary chemical feed system to a permanent system that meets code requirements.
· A Bush indicated that the next monthly meeting with SEH regarding our Facility Plan is Wednesday July 15th. We attended a meeting with the City of Blair that included SEH, EPA and the DNR. Blair didn’t have a lot of information prior to this meeting, so they will need to review their system, and go from there.
· Jenna Monahan was here on July 8th to do their bi-annual inspection, and it went well.  There are a couple of things that we need to work on.  Jenna is also going to push for a timeline from SEH regarding the initial project to replace sewer main, update manholes and the non-compliant safety items needed.
· Pond dye has been added to the ponds. Next is spraying of the weeds. Chad Sedelbauer will be doing this for us again.
· Ball games are done, so we have cleaned up the concession stand.
· I will be following up with Galesville tomorrow to see when we will be able to borrow their paint sprayer.  Hopefully, we will have lines all painted soon.
· I have passed the Iron Magnesium exam.  Next is the Phosphorus Exam which I am scheduled to take on July 16th in LaCrosse.  Tony Roche from Rural Water will be here at 8:30am on Wednesday July 15th to review the study guide with me.
Committees:
Finance – The Sewer Replacement Fund checking account has been opened and we have started the monthly deposit requirements.
T Weisman reported that included in the June water/sewer utility bills was a notice indicating why the sewer rate increase was needed and what the increase would be.  Only two residents mentioned it in the office and only one had negative feedback. 
Personnel – None
Park & Rec - None
Ordinance Committee – T Weisman reported that GEC was here on June 18th.  I reached out to see how long it will take to receive the inspection report, and I have not heard anything as of today.
T Weisman reported that Deputy Eversum has started following up with the nine (9) unresolved spring inspection ordinance violations. J Kniseley indicated that Village board members and employees did not receive letters, however all were verbally given notice of violations. Village board members and employees need to set an example for all the other residents of the Village.
Planning & Housing Commission – None
Zoning Committee – None.
Public Services – None
Utility Committee – 
· Recent Water Issues/Complaints – J Kniseley indicated that over the last few months we have received various complaints about “dirty/colored” water. It is not abnormal for occasional discoloration, however over a period of time it is not normal.  Highland Avenue issues appear to be resolved; however, Pine Avenue is an on-going issue. We tried a different flushing system in April, which helped for a couple of months. We isolated the water main to closest fire hydrant and flushed that hydrant, and it was like “orange Kool-Aid”.  Adam let it run for several minutes until the water cleared; however, one month later we were receiving “dirty/colored” water complaints on Pine Avenue. Adam flushed the main and again the water was like “orange Kool-Aid”.  A Bush indicated that we have started backwashing once per week versus every 10 days and it seems better.  We have also lowered our chlorine residual. We will reach out to Rural Water if the “dirty/colored” water continues. J Kniseley mentioned that he hopes this is not a sign that our water main is disintegrating.
· Sewer Emergency Discharge Pipe to Railroad Ditch Extension – J Kniseley indicated that they are putting up security arms at the railroad crossing this fall.  A Bush reported that they have completed some boring and are putting up an 8x8 or 10x10 shed to store electronics to operate the arms.  They reached out to me indicating that our discharge pipe needs to be extended 40 – 50 feet. They will also help with installation.  40 – 50 feet of PVC pipe and a 45-degree elbow need to be purchased.  I reached out to Larson Plumbing for a quote.  J Kniseley indicated that pipe that size will be more expensive coming from a plumbing company versus if you go to First Supply in LaCrosse. A Bush indicated that he would reach out to them for pricing.
Motion was made to purchase the necessary materials to extend our sewer discharge pipe by 40 – 50 feet by J White; 2nd S Narva; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Clerk’s Report: T Weisman reported the following:
· gWorks/UBHub Software Update – No changes to report. We are currently in “wait mode” until UB HUB has the functionality to support the subtract or add meters that we utilize. T Weisman reported that she investigated Workhorse software which is the software used by several municipalities in Wisconsin and the price list available on-line indicates that the cost would be $20,180, which our budget would be unable to support.
· Gym Key FOB Entry – Currently our network is down between the Municipal Building and the gym, so no key FOB entry is possible. Dynamics out of Black River Falls will be here on Tuesday July 14th to resolve the network issue.
· Electronic Sign – It was discovered today that the sign has been damaged by what appears to be a bullet hole.  S Rose has provided a picture of the damage to Deputy Eversum and LaCrosse Sign. There is concern that the parts may no longer be available.  If this is the case, the sign will need to be replaced.  T Weisman indicated that she would contact our insurance company about submitting a claim.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was provided to the board. Motion was made by S Narva to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; 2nd C Rose; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Approval to Pay Bills: General Fund $7,405.41, Water $660.19, and Sewer $1,517.67.  Motion was made by J White to approve all unpaid bills, and all other bills received with a due date before the next scheduled board meeting; 2nd C Rose; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Unfinished Business:
Ordinance Updates – T Weisman reported that ordinance updates will be worked on when opportunity arises.
Caldwell Banker/Elm Lane – J Kniseley reported that no offers to purchase have been received. People inquiring about the lots available will be contacted and sent a copy of the new covenants.
Elm Lane Parcel Covenants Review – T Weisman indicated since no changes are necessary from public comment received at the Public Hearing the next step is to sign in front of a notary and drop the document and recording fee off at the Register of Deeds office in Black River Falls.
New Business:
Severe Weather Shelter – J Kniseley indicated that we discussed this last year and it was determined that we do not have the personnel to effectively implement a place to shelter from severe weather. However; it was requested again to be added as an Agenda item.  All other board members present concurred that the personnel available have not changed since last discussed. Severe weather is unpredictable and the threat could be for several hours or overnight and the severe weather may not occur. T Weisman inquired if there was a Village owned building that we could leave unarmed & unlocked that would be safe when there was a threat of severe weather.  After discussion, no members of the board present felt comfortable leaving a village owned building accessible that was safe enough when personnel are not available to monitor the building. 
Building Permit - Ted Tezak 10 Main Street – Raze Accessory Structure – Building Permit Application not received as requested.
Chicken Site Plan – Kyle Laxson, 341 2nd Street   – A second site plant was presented with the chicken coop to be placed in the middle of his backyard, which will allow for the 25 linear feet from adjacent property lines. Motion to accept the Chicken Site Plan submitted by Kyle Laxson was made by C Rose; 2nd J White; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Chicken Site Plan – Carol & Wade Bertlesen, 351 Bridge Street   – A Chicken Permit Application and Site Plan was submitted by the Bertelsen’s to eliminate the ordinance violation of keeping roosters and more than 4 laying hens. All roosters & chickens > 4 will be gone by the end of July. Motion to accept the Chicken Site Plan submitted by Carol & Wade Bertlesen if inspection of the site by designated village personnel in August adheres to the plan submitted was made by C Rose; 2nd J White; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Chicken Site Plan – Ashley Palmer, 361 Bridge Street   – The Chicken Permit Application and Site Plan submitted by A Palmer was reviewed by the board.  Motion to accept the Chicken Site Plan submitted by A Palmer was made by C Rose; 2nd J White; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Adjourn – J White made a motion to adjourn at 6:10pm; 2nd C Rose; 4 yes votes; motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,
Tammy Weisman
Clerk/Treasurer
July 14, 2026
